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AUGUST 2020  
Issue No. 215 

The SPARK 

Newsletter of the Choteau/Brady/Dutton UM Parish 

Mon—Thurs 9am—Noon 

 

Greetings Church Family! 
 
As we continue to navigate through the 
pandemic and challenges that this year has 
brought, we are happy to report that each of the 
churches in our parish have been able to meet 
their essential financial obligations using very 
creative, but unsustainable financing, up to this 
point in time.    
 

However, since our primary revenue is from 
weekly offerings at our services, the income 
continues to remain substantially reduced.  
 

We greatly appreciate those that have continued to give 
throughout the past several months! However, in order for our 
churches to continue meeting their financial obligations, it is 
vitally important that each of us who support the ministries of the 
churches remember our pledges and support the churches 

financially as well. Checks may be mailed to each church, and as 
long as we are able to meet for outdoor communion services and 
worship, we will be sure to collect an offering during that time. 

We all are working together following guidelines for social 
distancing, wearing masks and limiting group size to minimize 
the problems from the pandemic.  Thank you for also working 
together to assure financial problems for our Parish is also 

minimized. 

 

Please note the schedule  
for August worship on 

page 2 of this newsletter. 
 

 

A bend in the road is not the end of the road . . .  
unless you fail to make the turn. 

 

- Unknown Author 
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LECTIONARY 
 
 

Aug.  2:  Genesis 32:22-31 
    Psalm 17:1-7, 15 
    Romans 9:1-5 
    Matthew 14:13-21 

 

Aug. 9:   Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28 
     Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22, 45b 
     Romans 10:5-15 
     Matthew 14:22-23 

 

Aug. 16:  Genesis 45:1-15 
    Psalm 133 
    Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 
    Matthew 15: (10-20), 21-28 

 

Aug. 23:  Exodus 1:8-2:10 
   Psalm 124 
   Romans 12:1-8 
   Matthew 16:13-20 
 

Aug. 30:  Exodus 3:1-15 
   Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45b 
   Romans 12:9-21 
   Matthew 16:21-28 
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Materials for your 
Spiritual Formation  

July / August 
 

Available in the front entryway and the 
Upper Room rack at the top of the 
ramp ( with a slot for donations ) 
 

► Upper Room – regular & large print 
 

SUMMER SERMON SERIES 
August 9—30  

Sermons may be viewed on our website:  www.umchoteau.net 

August Worship Schedule 
 

Thank you for your patience and flexibility during this time!   
We are planning outdoor, in-person worship for the month of 
August.  We will be alternating church locations (please see 
schedule below).   
 

Sunday, August 2 
 —Choteau UMC—11:00 a.m.—with Communion 
 

Sunday, August 9 
 —Dutton UMC—9:15 a.m.—with Communion 
 

Sunday, August 16 
 —Brady UMC—9:00 a.m.—with Communion 
 

Sunday, August 23—Backpack Blessing 
 —Choteau UMC—11:00 a.m. 
 

Sunday, August 30 
 —Church in the Park—11:00 a.m. 
 —Choteau City Park near Pavilion 

 

We invite you to join us Sunday mornings with lawn chairs, 
blankets, coffee, etc.  Be prepared to wear a face mask.  It is 
ABSOLUTELY CRUCIAL that social distancing be observed 
at all times.   
 

If it is difficult for you to bring a lawn chair, we will provide 
a chair for you. 

Live to shed  
joy to others. 

—Henry Ward Beecher 
 

Practice random acts 
of kindness . . . 

today . . . this week . . 
. this month ! 
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SUNDAY, AUGUST 23 
 

We will celebrate school beginning by blessing school bags of our 
students and teachers! This is a time to celebrate education and the 
many opportunities we have to learn and teach. It is also a time to be in 
prayer for those who go without education for one reason or another.  
STUDENTS AND TEACHERS: please bring your backpack or 
school bag with you to church for a special blessing by Pastor Julie 
for the school year!  

This month’s newsletter  

is co-sponsored by: 
 

Duane Halverson 
 

In celebration of  
his grandkids’ July birthdays: 

 
July 7—Anders Lee Passmore 

July 18—Kolsten Thomas Passmore 
July 25—Miles L. Halverson 

July 29—Elin Janice Passmore 

To ALL who assisted with 
the pastoral transition with 
much hospitality, time and 
labor.  You are greatly 
appreciated!! 
 
 

Steve & Shellie Mellinger, Roger Kelly, 
Brooks Coffland, Connie Bradley, Norman 
& Sharon Haug, Terry & Lila Dunn, Kelly 
DeBruycker,  Chuck & Jami Gameon, Peggy 
Guthrie, Rod & Heather McCartney-Duty, 
Tom Rogers, Rich Clough, Mary Sexton,  
Fred, Rachel & Addi Christensen, Scot 
Sessions.  

For All the  
Young at Heart 

 
Find the hidden pictures. 
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~ AUGUST ~ 
 
 

   1  Ryan Tallmadge 
   2  Olive Passmore  

     5  Jerry & Marilyn Herman 
     6  Milissa Tallmadge 
     7 ♥ Denny & Patti Blauer 
 ♥ Charles & Jami Gameon  
  Delaney Rixford 
     8 ♥ Herb & Diane Bingham 
    10  Robert Dye  

    14  Jack & Syd Clark 
  Virginia Haug 
   16  Denny Blauer 
  Deanna Styren 
   17  Madison Martinsen 

   19  Wayne & Judy Gollehon 
  Kenny Hart, Jr. 
  Lee Reynolds 
   20  Ayden DeBruycker 
   21  Travis Lederer 
   23  Kristen Boroff 
   24  Kim Coghill 
  Sharon Haug 
   25  Esther Sporkin Morrison 
  Kim Yeager  
   26  Mikel Bechtold 
  Zach Coccoli 
  Linda Coffland 
     Johnny Peebles 
   27  Garth Carlson 
  Charley Yeager 
   30  Linda Sentz 
   31  Tyler Schilling 

If you don’t believe 
in miracles, 
perhaps you  

have forgotten  
you are one. 

 

- Karen Salmanshan 

 
 

How Is It With Your Soul?  
 

When Methodists were asked this question in 
their small group, over two hundred years ago, 
they were encouraged not only to share how 
they felt but also how they were living. John 
Wesley developed the General Rules to help 
guide discussions, and still today this question 
can help us to stay connected with God, to each 
other, and to the world.  
 

I would encourage everyone in our churches to 
pair up with another member of the church 
and, at least once a week, check in with one 
another and ask “how is it with your soul?” 
Pray for each other and lean on each other 
through friendship. It is so important to stay 
connected during a time that we are still unable 
to return to full in-person worship. My hope is 
that everyone in our church will have at least 
one person that they can connect with outside 
of the church.  
 

If you need contact information for another 
person or would like help finding someone to 
pair up with, please contact the church office 
(466-2641 or  umc@3rivers.net), and we would 
be glad to help you!  
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YOUR MONETARY GIFTS AT WORK 
 

The ministries of Choteau United Methodist Church are 
made possible by your on-going financial contributions.  
Our congregation is 100% self-funded; we receive no 
outside funding.  Your gifts enable us to provide weekly 
worship, pastoral care, educational opportunities, youth 
group, Sunday school for children and adults, mission 
opportunities, the opportunity for us to provide 
responsible charitable contributions to help those in need, 
etc.   I hope you will consider making a financial 
contribution to Choteau UMC to support our life-
transforming mission.  To make a tax-deductible donation 
you can send in a check to our church office, or 
contribute on Sundays during the offering.  Financial 
statements are available upon request at the church office.  
 

VITAL STATISTICS – Choteau 
 
 

2020 Budget for Choteau                   $109,975 
Needed to meet budget –July             $  64,152 
Received through July 29                  $  58,927 
 

Thank you for your on-going support! 
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Website address:  www.umchoteau.net 
 
 

Bookmark the address above to your own computer  
(add it to your “favorites” list) so you can quickly 
click on it and stay connected! Use the website to 
check what’s going on and what’s coming up in the 
life of our parish. 

 
 

Check out the additions to the website: 
• Sermons—video  

 

And don’t forget our email address :  umc@3rivers.net 

 

Peggy Guthrie for all your 
special efforts to coordinate 
and put together the 
wonderful “welcome basket” 
for our new Pastor, Julie King 
and family.  We are very 

grateful for your assistance!  
 

Anonymous donor for the contribution to the church 
floral/landscaping fund.  These funds may be used 
throughout the year for special seasonal décor of church 
and/or grounds.  Very much appreciated!  
 
Marsha & Charlie Hinch for the gift of your beautiful 
Steinway piano to the church.  We are so grateful for your 
generosity! 
 
Ryan & Nolan DeBruycker, Robert Dye, Larry 
Renteria, Ross and Lorran Depner, Charlie & Marsha 
Hinch, Terry & Lila Dunn for all their assistance with 
transportation, equipment and much heavy lifting in 
relocating several pianos for the church.    

This month’s newsletter  

is co-sponsored by: 
 

Brady UMC 
 

In honor of  
Cheryl Schlepp and prayers for 

a speedy recovery.  
Also, in appreciation of the  

disposable communion supplies. 

 

“Creativity, an essential tool  

for shaping the soul . . .  
Enhance creativity like a spiritual discipline –  

Practice, Practice, Practice !  
Learn to see God in the world – draw. 

Learn to hear God – listen to music daily. 
Face fear of artistic expression –  

use my non-dominant hand to create. 
Stop trying to force a conclusion – be patient  

and wait for a “soul”-ution to emerge. 
Learn to praise God – Dance, Dance, Dance ! 

 
 by Karla Kincannon from “Alive Now”  

http://www.umchoteau.org/
mailto:umc@3rivers.net
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Sometimes we just need something --- not too serious.     
  

 Painting the Church 
 

There was a Scottish painter named Smokey MacGregor who 
was very interested in making a penny where he could, so he 
often thinned down his paint to make it go a wee bit further.   
 

As it happened, he got away with this for some time, but 
eventually the local church decided to do a big restoration 
job on the outside of one of their biggest buildings. 
 

Smokey put in a bid and, because his price was so low, he got the 
job.  So he set about erecting the scaffolding and  setting up the 
planks, and buying the paint and yes, I am sorry to say, thinning it 
down with turpentine.........   
 

Well, Smokey was up on the scaffolding, painting away, 
the job nearly completed, when suddenly there was a 
horrendous clap of thunder, the sky opened and the rain 
poured down washing the thinned paint from all over the 
church and knocking Smokey clear off the scaffold to land 
on the lawn among the gravestones, surrounded by telltale 
puddles of the thinned and useless paint. 
 

Smokey was no fool. He knew this was a judgment from 
the Almighty, so he got down on his knees and cried:   
 

 
"Oh God, Oh God, forgive me; what should I do?"   

 
And from the thunder, a mighty voice spoke.   

 

"Repaint! Repaint!   

And thin no more!"   

 
         

"Blessed are the cracked,  
for they are the ones who let in the light." 
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Quarantine Humor  
The coronavirus has been the cause of a lot of sorrow, but it has 

not defeated Americans' sense of humor, proving again that 

humor, like faith, is a powerful survival tool.  
 

Coronavirus quarantine:  

"Thoughts and prayers going out to all the married men who 

have spent months telling their wives, 'I'll do that when I have 

time.'“  ‒ via Risa Samra Hallendale Beach, FL  

☺ 

"The police want you to know that running from them is not 

social distancing." ‒via Paul Kurlowicz St. Michael's Lutheran Church Portage, MI  

☺  

"Never in my wildest dreams did I imagine I'd go to a bank teller 

with a mask on asking for money."   ‒ via Risa Samra Hallendale Beach, FL  

☺  

Items from Rev. Dr. Karl R. Kraft, a Methodist pastor in Dover, DE:  

 

"It's like being 16 again, and I'm grounded."  
 

"Returned from the grocery store with the hubby. Took masks off. 

Turned out it was the wrong hubby! Be attentive!"  
 

"The world has turned upside down. Old folks are sneaking out 

of the house, and their kids are yelling at them to stay indoors!"  
 

"Quarantine has turned us into dogs. We roam the house all day 

looking for food. We are told 'no' if we get too close to strangers.  

And we get really excited about car rides."  
 

"Day 10 at home and the dog is looking at me like, 'See? This is 

why I chew the furniture!'"  
 

"Cops these days be like, 'Come out with your hands washed!'"  
 

"So can we expect car insurance to go down since nobody can go 

anywhere? Just wondering, Jake, from State Farm!"  
 

"2019: Stay away from negative people.  

2020: Stay away from positive people."  
 

☺  

From Rev. Paul Lintern, Lutheran pastor in Mansfield, OH:  
 

"Homeschool, Day 1: Wondering how I can get this kid 

transferred out of my class."  "Many parents are about to discover 

the teacher was not the problem."  

☺ 

"I wonder if God got so mad about all of our fighting down here 

that He sent us to our rooms?"  

"Yes, it was hard being cooped up in the 

Ark with all the animals in the world, 

but not as hard as being cooped up at 

home with you and your brother."  

from JoyfulNoiseletter.com ©Martha Campbell  

Reprinted with permission 
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Choteau  
United Methodist Church 

P.O. Box 108 
12 First Ave NW 

Choteau, MT  59422 
 

Phone:  406-466-2641 
Email:  umc@3rivers.net 

Web:  www.umchoteau.net 
Facebook.com/Choteau UMC 

 

Julie King, Pastor 
Lila Dunn, Admin. Assist. 
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Paper editions of the  
parish newsletter are available  

at Choteau UMC in the  
main and handicap entrances. 

 

This month’s newsletter is sponsored by: 

Darlene Ferris 
In honor of  

Jamie Selvage—August 6 
Thank you for your sponsorship ! 

 

For $40 you can sponsor an issue of The Spark.   
What a nice recognition in honor or memory of someone, or as a gift! 

 

What a nice recognition in honor or memory of someone, or as a gift! 
 

Submit your sponsor information to the parish office. 
 
 


